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SUBJECT: CHAMORRO ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION COMMISSION NAMED 

1 . ON APRIL 6 MINGOV ANTONIO MORA NAMED A COMMISSION OF DISTIN- 
GUISHED CITIZENS TO REVIEW THE INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION 
OF DR. PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO. THERE HAD BEEN NO PREVIOUS CONTACT 
BY THE GON WITH THE PERSONS NAMED TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION WHICH 
OPENED THE POSSIBILITY THEY WOULD REFUSE TO SERVE. SEVERAL OF THE 
PERSONS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE ALREADY REFUSED TO SERVE. 

2. THE PERSONS NAMED BY MORA TO THE COMMISSION WICH HE WOULD HEAD 
ARE: A) ARCHBISHOP MIGUEL OBANDO Y BRAVO (LEADER OF THE NICARAGUAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH); B) ING. ALFONSO ROBEL CALLEJAS (BUSINESSMAN, UN- 
TIL RECENTLY PRESIDENT OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR NICARAGUAN DEVELOP- 
MENT INSTITUTE (INDE) AND CURRENTLY INITIATOR OF A NEW OPPOSITION 
POLITICAL MOVEMENT); C) DR. FELIX ESTEBAN GUANDIQUE (PROMINENT LAW- 
YER CRITICAL OF GON); D) DR. RODOLFO ABAUNZA SALINAS (LAWYER AND 
DIRECTOR OF LEON DAILY NEWSPAPER EL CENTRO AMERICANO); AND E) DR. 
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IDLEFONSO PALMA MARTINEZ, A LAWYER. 

3. THE ARCHBISHOP. ING. ROBELO AND PALMA ARE REPORTED TO HAVE AL- 
READY SAID THEY WOULD NOT SERVE. DR. ABAUNZA, WITH WHOM AMBASSADOR 
AND POLOFF MET IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS NAMING, IS UNDECIDED ON WHETHER 
HE WILL SERVE. HE SAYD HE DOES NOT FEEL HE CAN SPARE TIME FROM HIS 
NEWSPAPER ACTIVITIES. 
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4. A LIBERAL PARTY LEADER INFORMED POLOFF THAT GON HAD DECIDED NOT 
TO CONSULT IN ADVANCE WITH THE PERSONS TO BE NAMED TO THE COMMISSION 
IN ORDER TO MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO REFUSE. 

5. COMMENT: THE HANDLING OF THE CHAMORRO ASSASSINATION INVESTIGA- 
TION AND THE LACK OF ANY ACTIVITY TOWARD CLARIFYING THE "INTELLECT- 
UAL AUTHOR(S)" OF THE CRIME SINCE THE EARLY ARRESTS OF THE KILLERS, 

HAS BEEN THE COMMON DENOMINATOR OF SUBSEQUENT PROTEST AGAINS THE 
REGIME. THE GON RECOGNIZES THE NEED TO TRY TO DIFFUSE THIS ISSUE, 

AND IT SELECTED A GROUP WHICH, IF THEY SERVED, COULD DISPELL POPULAR 
ANTIPATHY EVEN IF THE INVESTIGATION REMAINED UNCONCLUSIVE. ALL 
THESE PEOPLE ARE LIKELY TO BE RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT THIS RESPONSIBILITY 
PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH AN INCON- 
CLUSIVE INVESTIGATION. 
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